The evolution of democracy in the post-communist world has been a fascinating and challenging process. Over seventeen years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, some formerly communist countries have established strong and functioning democracies, while others are still struggling with basic principles of representative government. But one of the most challenging tasks that all post-communist systems have faced has been the transformation of one-party systems into functioning multiparty polities. This process is a demanding one for any new democracy, but the pervasive nature of communist parties' monopoly over political life during the years of one-party government has left a legacy that makes the process even more diffi cult.
In most Eastern European states, political life after the changes of the early 1990s continued to be dominated or strongly infl uenced by the successor parties of the defunct communist parties. 1 For the most part, these successor parties inherited strong organizations and human and material resources that put them in a class of their own. They also had seasoned political elites and an ideology that made them popular in the context of increasing social and economic dislocation. The presence of the successor parties in multiparty systems created specifi c dynamics among the contenders for power in the post-communist world, which in some cases made it diffi cult for new left-leaning parties to enter the competition.
In addition, the years of forced political mobilization by communist parties left many people unwilling to join political formations and, in some cases, even uncertain about the benefi ts of political parties operating in the new multiparty systems. These attitudes contributed to the diffi culty faced by new parties in attracting members, establishing strong organizations, and fi nding a persistent core of supporters, although the extent to which this has been the case has varied from system to system. However, political parties remain essential components of modern democratic government, and this has made it necessary for the young postcommunist democracies to establish stable parties and functioning party systems for them to be accepted in the family of democratic states. 2
Political Parties and Democratic Government
Despite their relatively late arrival in political life, multiple and free political parties 3 have come to be seen as major prerequisites for a functioning democratic system. 4 Parties are indispensable to any democratic system of government because they serve as channels for the expression of people's demands, as instruments of popular representation, and as routes of communications between state and society (Sartori 1976, 27 and 56) .
Parties are essential to a democracy both because they provide its institutional channels and because they maintain the stability of the system.
Political parties shape citizen participation and determine the stability of political leadership, and can inhibit or exacerbate turmoil and violence. So "a strong system of political parties is essential for a strong democracy" (Powell 1982) . As parties manage both elections and the legislatures-the two main possible sources of instability-they remain crucial for the maintenance of both the stability and the legitimacy of the system (Yanai 1999) .
Despite the recent "decline" in the centrality of political parties in the democratic process, they have not been replaced by any new institutions of similar importance (Bartolini and Mair 2001). 5 Parties have encountered numerous challenges and have adapted their structures to deal with them: a recent taxonomy of political parties identifi ed fi fteen different "species" of political party, each of them belonging to a "broader genus of party types" (Gunther and Diamond 2001, 9) . However, despite these challenges, parties continue to be "one of the most prominent institutions of liberal democracies" (Lewis 2001b, 1).
Political Parties in Newly Established Democracies
Although they might not play a very large role in the actual transition to democracy, parties play a crucial role in the consolidation of democracy in newly democratized states. 6 The most diffi cult challenge
